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On Poverty

The Compelling Why

Even Here?

Our Piece of the Puzzle




What We Want

participate as responsible citizens in an ever-changing world

a learning community where all people strive for continuous
improvement in everything they do

achieving quality education for all learners through teamwork

assure all students the opportunity to learn and grow to meet
the demands of today and tomorrow

helping every child achieve their best future
high expectations for every child every time

responsible learners, innovative schools and strong
communities



Definition

A chronic and debilitating condition that results
from multiple adverse synergistic risk factors and
affects the mind, body, and soul.

Jensen, Eric. Teaching with Poverty in Mind.: What Being Poor Does to Kids’ Brains
and What Schools Can Do About It. ASCD: 20009.



What We Have

Between 2006 and 2014

Poverty in Montcalm County
increased more than 30%



What We Have

26% of children 0-5 years old
iIn Michigan live in poverty

www.datacenter.kidscount.org/topics



http://www.datacenter.kidscount.org/topics

Free and Reduced Lunch

Montcalm County
53.7%

State
46.8%



Child Well-Being 2016
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http://www.mlpp.org/countyprofiles2016db3/Montcalm DB 2016.pdf

Child Well-Being 2015

Michigan ranks behind all of its Great Lakes neighbors for
child well-being.
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A Big Threat

Growing up in poverty is one of the greatest
threats to healthy child development. Poverty
and financial stress can impede children’s
cognitive development and their ability to learn.
It can contribute to behavioral, social and
emotional problems and poor health.




3'd Grade Reading Proficiency

Montcalm County
43.9%

State
50.1%



Students Proficient in Reading & Math

Montcalm County
21.9%

State
31.5%



30 Million Word Gap

Words Words Encouraging
Words . . words vs

heard per ALETC LI ALELCIIE discouragin
P 100-hour 5,200-hour ging

hour words per

week year
week

Welfare 616 62,000 3 million 10 million 500 vs. I,100
Working class 1,251 125,000 6 million 20 million 1,200 vs. 700
Professional 2,153 215,000 |l million 30 million 3,200 vs. 500

Risley, Todd R. Meaningful Differences in Everyday Experiences of Young American Children, 1995.



Brain Research and Poverty

Emotional Brain
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Cumulative Effects of Poverty

Persistent hyper-activation of the stress response
can, over time, create significant negative effects:

— Heart disease

— Hypertension

— Diabetes

— Hypersensitivity, exaggerated response

— Memory, impulse control, mental flexibility



Hope is Justified

Students Eligible For Free Or Reduced Priced Lunch

Year(s): 5 selected | Data Type: All

Data Provided by: Michigan League for Public Policy

lonia Number 5117 5,299 5,030 4,624
Percent 47.6% 49.6% 52.6% 48.8% 45.2%
Montcalm Number 6,681 6,504 6,635 6,617 5,967

Percent 54.3% 53.6% 56.3% 57.3% 53.7%



Students Eligible For Free Or Reduced Priced Lunch

Year(s): 10 selected | Data Type: Percent

Data Provided by: Michigan League for Public Policy
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U.S. Child Poverty Rates

Child poverty rates by metro/nonmetro residence, 1989-2014

Percent poor
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Note: Metro status of some counties changed in 1984, 1994, 2004, and 2014
Source: Calculated by USDA, Economic Research Service using data from the U.S. Census
Bureau's Current Population Survey (CPS) 1990-2013 and annual American Community
Survey (ACS) estimates for 2009-14
*CPS poverty status is based on family income in prior year and ACS poverty status is
based on family ncome in the past 12 months




Plasticity

The prefrontal cortex remains responsive to stimulation well
iInto adulthood. Its plasticity enables it to continue, even into
adulthood, to grow and strengthen new neural pathways
that can support executive functioning skKills.

Babcock, 9






Circle of Supports




. . . Research has shown education to be the
single-most important leveraging tool for
Improving economic opportunity.

|saacs, Sawhill, and Haskins, 2007



Staff Training

* Recognize the signs of chronic stress

* Know the unspoken rules

* Focus on a growth mindset

* Foster empathy building and caring relationships
* Maintain knowledge of resources and supports

* Provide reading supports including vocabulary
 Introduce conflict resolution skills

* Teach social skills, teach behavior



Educational Opportunities

Multi-Tiered V7
SS Systems of Support early 7
MONTCALM AREA COI | ege

84| |\NTERMEDIATE at Montcalm Community College
"Wl | SCHOOL DISTRICT

MAcc Montcalm Area Career Center
A ﬁr:’ﬂ(}j: Between ﬁr.anu'nﬁ ¢ Z..arruhj

— W T

Vel




What Works

To attain higher-skilled, well-paying jobs of today’s
knowledge based economy, adults need enhanced
strategic-thinking skills to guide them through the
innumerable decisions and trade-offs required in
the complicated journey to economic
Independence.

Babcock, 2014



Parent Support

Build relationships

Provide positive activities

Build on a continuum of supports

Provide parenting classes

Foster awareness of supports and resources



“Without addressing poverty and ensuring
parents have access to economic
opportunities, child outcomes in health,
education and welfare will not improve.”

Kids Count 2016, p. 2



Quality, Universal Preschool

Strong curriculum

Evidence-based screening tools & assessments
Teacher child ratio 1/8

Consistent family engagement

Visit model programs



Michelle Goodwin
Associate Superintendent/Instruction
Montcalm Area |ISD

mgoodwin@maisd.com



mailto:mgoodwin@maisd.com
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